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the Gitagovinda of Jayadeva whose hymns, Ashtapathis, became popular in South India and spread to Travancore where they were sung in temples. It is believed that the grace of sound and diction employed in the singing of these songs set the standard of musical melody in the State which captivated the mass mind inclined to music to such an extent that these songs are sung in most of the temples even today. From these sprang Padams. The precursor of this type of musical composition in Travancore was Virakerala Varma who was the Raja of Kottaraka in the 17 " Century A. D, It is further surmised that Virakerala Varma was also the founder of Kathakali. We next come to the great Kartika Tirana! (1758 to 1798 A. D.) whose rule has been signalised by the advancement of culture in every form. He mastered the scientific technique of Music and became a scientific musician and connoisseur. This illustrious Maharaja was not only a great Musician but also an equally great ruler whose glorious reign of 40 years is one of the longest in the history of Travancore, characterised, as it was, by wisdom, justice and humanity which endeared him to all his subjects. He was rightly adored as the Dharma Raja (the good and just king), a title of honour which has remained with the Travancore Maharajas ever since, and, Englishmen called him "The father of his people". In the words of Dewan Bahadur V. Nagam Aiya, the learned author of The Travancore State Manual "'that Kama Varma was a great and good ruler, a man of wonderful capacity, and resources, of uncommon rectitude, of boldness, firmness and decision of character, kind and forgiving, all who knew him must ungrudgingly admit. He was an ideal Hindu king stih remembered throughout the length and breadth of India as Rama Raja, the Just (Dharma Haja)". He lived to the good old age of 74.
The next musician member of the Travancore Royal House was Prince Asvathi Tirunal   He was a powerful composer